The 

WOOD 

DUCK 





s 


' ■ ll l|l^'))i:',. ' All 


T< ' 


HAMILTON NATURE CLUB 


f0T. 10, NO. 9. _______~ MAY , 1957 

BANTING HIE MONARCH BUTTERFLY AT MEAFORD 1955 AND 1956 

. By L.H. Beamer 

The banding program carried on at Meaford was a small part 
of a continent-wide survey under the direction of Dr. F.A. Ur- 
quhart of the Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology at Toronto. . 

In tagging the insect a piece of adhesive paper, about 
| i? x is folded over the leading edge of one of the forewings 
of the butterfly. On each tag is a number, and printed instruc¬ 
tions to send the insect to the Royal Ontario Museum in case of 
capture. The date and location of the banding is recorded at 
the end of each day’s work,. 

For the work, little equipment was used. All of our party 
used home-made nets made of one yard of mosquito netting, a 
short broom handle, a piece of fence wire, electricians' tape 
and string. .This gave a light net, a foot in diameter, which 
was efficient and inexpensive. 

Practically all of our captures were effected by the simple 
method of chase. Except at the last of the season, the Monarchs 
were active and w.ry. Ue seldom captured more than half of those 
that we saw. 

Fortunately, I was able to interest a number of young 
people in the project. All of the stealth and cunning of years 
cannot match the efficiency of tireless, teen-age legs. So, 
during most of the time, I was relegated to the job of director 
of operations, which suited me perfectly. 

Among my assistants the following should be mentioned-— 

Ron Shaw, Frank Shepperd, Bruce Bradley and Jim Tippin. During 
the past three years, the last-mentioned has made an excellent 
collection of the butterflies of this area, as well as other 
representative insects. 

The Monarch appears 


here during the last week in May. For 
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+ .!? 18 e ^ a °t date is May 28, and for 1956, May 31st. At 

ms time it is, of course, moving from one milkweed plant 
to another, laying eggs. It is extremely wary, and hard 
to capture. 

Jn the season of 1955, we did our first tagging on 

^°’ our total f 9 r the b8in g three. The number 
of Monarchs gradually increased reaching a peak on Sept¬ 
ember 1, when we tagged 94. From that day, the Monarch 

emhSi a 9 i 0n ? ur ldst fca Sg in S wa s done on Sept¬ 

ember 25. Of the live done, two were taken in the field 

an cl three were iroin chrysalids in our rearing ca.se, 

oa l ast Monarch noted for 1955 was seen on October 

2b, 1lying westward very actively. 

, ^he 1955 season we tagged 472 Monarchs. From these 
vve had three returns. One tagged about 3 p.m. on September 
3, was oaken at Blantyre, 9 miles to the S.M. of here. 

Another was taken at Washington, Pa. Unfortunately 
che data on this is not immediately available. 

t rec ?rd of the year was one bearing the label 

h 1 ! ijP 118 was landed on August 26 , and was taken in 
orlsileld, Md., on.September 9th. The distance from Mea- 
iord is 560 miles in a straight line which means that this 
insect travelled at least 40 miles a day. 

; 9ar activities in 1956 were much more extensive than 
ira . The lirst Monarch appeared on May 31. he captured 
a few specimens to be sent to the R.O.M. and banded the first 

on June 9th. It was the only one we were able to tag on 
13x13.1/ d o.y # 

Ihere were four areas in which we worked.' The first 
was an alfalfa field on .the S.E. corner of the town. In 
this field were numerous patches of milkweed. I believe 

f rea . ls favora ble. to Monarch development, because the 
alfalia gives some shade to the larva feeding on the milk¬ 
weeds which grow throughout the field. It may be only a 
coincidence, out all of the hundred or more larvae we have 
taken m this season were found on plants that were at 
least partly shaded. 

The second area was Aiken St, The high school lot 
our own garden and several open fields are all well sup- 
i i -d with milkweed and, in the late summer and early fall 
full of golden rod and fall asters. In June our garden 
ia wo special Monarch attractions, lilac and sweet rocket, 
and cornin'- Ghey 3- aste d, there were always Monarchs going 

the la ?7 summer and early fall, one Butterfly bush 
Buddleia, supplied us with many specimens. 
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Tlie third area was the Meaford Municipal Memorial Park 
about a mile to the East, Here there is a ten acre playing field 
surrounded by bush. At the edge of this bush, the milkweed is 
plentiful. The area was especially good in June, and July. 

Probably the most interesting area was Lakeview Orchards. 
These are about 100 acres in size, and have a good stream run¬ 
ning through the centre from west to east. In this orchard 
the.grass and other vegetation has been cut in an east-west 
direction, leaving a thin row of plants between the trees. 

Here the milkweeds are very plentiful. The Monarch population 
here is usually dense, especially in July, 

During June, tagging operations were slow, never more than 
three or four a day. Numbers gradually increased till July 17, 
on which day we moved into Lakeview Orchards. 

Here the tagging was good. July 23rd was a typical day. 

The Monarchs were scattered all through the orchard. Some 
were feeding on milkweeds. Others were mating and probably 
laying eggs, though we did not see any in the act. Between 
two and five o’clock in the afternoon, we got 91. It was on 
such days as this that the teen-agers ware indispensable. 

Each would roam through the orchard by himself, and with a 
technique of his own devising, come back with five to ten 
Monarchs in his net, all in good condition. This was repeated 
several times in the course of the afternnon. 

Shortly after this date the number of Monarchs decreased 
rapidly. It is probably that most of those taken during mid- 
July were first-generation Monarchs, which moved out of the 
area, shortly after their emergence from the pupal state. In 
spite of the fact that we banded two or three hundred in 
this area, we saw very few tagged specimens, even after a suc¬ 
cessful day of banding. 

In the last week of August we moved to the other three 
areas, dividing pur time equally among them. The number of 
Monarchs increased rapidly reaching a peak on the dates, 

August 31 to Seiotember 2. 

On August 31, they were all over the town, apparently be¬ 
ing a part of a heavy southward movement. On this date we 
tagged exactly 100. 

An interesting item was supplied to me by Mr. G. Irving, 
an ex-student of our high school, who has an extensive knowledge 
of the wild life of this area. On trip from Toronto, he found 
the Monarchs so plentiful on the highway No.26, this side of 
Barrie, that they slowed traffic to a few miles per hour. They 
were fluttering, singly, back and forth across the whole high¬ 
way; 

From this time on, there ’./are fewer Monarchs. Me contin¬ 
ued to tag till .October 8th. Of the fix tagged on this date, 
five were caught in the field and one was from a chrysalid in 
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in our breeding cage. 

Mention has been made of larvae in area No.1, the 
alfalfa field. On August 19 we took 30 larvae from this 
field. On August 20, we found 50 more. On August 22, we 
took 25, and on August 25, 22. Most of these were full 
grown, and pupated shortly after capture. 

In the 1956 season we banded a total of 1264 Monarchs, 

From these we have had two interesting returns--No, 

ON 438, tagged on July 21, was taken in Phoenix, N.Y,, 
early in August, Dr, Urquhart informs me that this ind¬ 
icates that the Monarchs begin their Southward flight 
much earlier than was previously supposed. 

The second return was one that really "hit the jack¬ 
pot". This one, No. ON 1219, banded on September 3, was 
taken on October IS, at Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 

This is 1400 miles in a straight line. According to Dr. 
Urquhart this is the first specimen to be tagged on its 
breeding grounds, and captured in its wintering area. 

A brief glimpse of the hazards that confront the Mon¬ 
arch on its flight, may be seen from the following incident. 
On September 19, we tagged a dozen Monarchs which had just 
emerged from the chrysalid state. These were set out on 
a Magnolia tree in front of the house. They immediately 
moved to the underside of the leaves. During the following 
night, there was a heavy fall of wet snow, sufficient to 
bend the branches to the ground. The whole tree was hidden 
in a mass of snow. This remained till September 22, when 
warm weather melted the snow away. 7ith the exception of 
one specimen, which fell to the ground and was drowned, they 
dill moved away, apparently none the worse for their ordeal. 

In this article no attempt has been made to assess the 
results of the work. In the near future, Dr. Urquhart ex¬ 
pects to publish a book, which will give a complete summary 
of the results of the whole survey. Any who are interested 
will do well to obtain a copy as soon as it is available. 

December 31, 1956, 
Meaford, Ontario. 


-- 0 O 0 -- 

TTJ3 MONARCH BUTTERFLY 

(The following interesting note on the Monarch Butterfly is 
taken from the files of the Education Committee of the Ham¬ 
ilton Nature Club.) 

The original home of the Monarch Butterfly is North Amer¬ 
ica but within the last hundred years it has spread across 
the pacific to Australia and New Zealand, The first specimen 
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was recorded in New Zealand in 1S'73, and it is now established 
and breeding wherever the milkweed grows. It is interesting 
to note that the kind of milkweed on which it feeds on the 
North Island is not found in our area but that another kind on 
which the Monarch Butterfly larvae feeds found at the north of 
the South Island is the same .as our orange milkweed or Butter¬ 
fly Weed. In New Zealand, of course, the active season for 
the caterpillars is from January to March, earlier or later 
appearances being governed by the season. In places where 
there are tropical or sub-tropical plants they may be seen as 
late as June. It h,.s' not been established whether or not 
there is a north and south winter and summer migration corre¬ 
sponding to that which occurs in North America. 

• The Monarch Butterfly is now the commonest butterfly in 
southern Australia and one has been recorded in Tasmania, 

Since 1949 there have been a few reported in Great Britain. 

—o0o-~ 


NEW BOOKS FOR CLUB MEMBERS 


AT THE HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Bjr Annie J. Hunt 

The anatomy of nature is a beautiful album of black and 
white photographs for lovers of photography as well as natur¬ 
alists, Andreas Feininger shows pictorially how function 
shapes the form and design’ of animate and inanimate structures 
throughout the universe. There is an explanatory running text 
throughout this valuable record. The book concludes with an 
essay on the facts behind the pictures, in which this first- 
rate naturalist-photographer tells, some of his professional 
camera secrets. 

Volume two of The waterfowl of the world , by Jean Dela- 
cour has just been added to the shelves in the Arts and Sci¬ 
ence department. This new volume is a thorough, scientific 
survey of the tribe Anatini, that is, the Dabbling Ducks, It 
is a comprehensive work written by an expert. The book includes 
the principal characteristics, geographical distribution and 
information on their general habits at liberty and in captivity. 
The attractive colour plates are by Peter Scott, 

a similar work but on another subject is The reptiles of 
North America by R.L. Ditmars. Published in 193^ this book has 
become the accepted standard text for general study of the cro- 
codilians, lizards, snakes, turtles and tortoises inhabiting 
the United States and Northern Mexico. Included are more than 
four hundred photographs from life. 

W,L. Cody of the Botany and Plant pathology division of 
Canada’s Department of Agriculture in Ferns of the -Ottawa 
district presents an excellent manual of information on the 
ferns of this region which have been under study for seventy- 
five years. 
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Written to help amateur naturalists in animal ident¬ 
ification is A guide to Eastern Canadian mammal a by A.W. 
Cameron and illustrated by John Crosby, This brochure is 
published by the National Museum of Canada. 

—0O0— 


SUMMER WEEK-ENDS IN THE BRUCE 


By Mrs. A.B. Nind 

There are two pair of itchy feet at our house, also 
two itchy noses,. And they should not be that way, because 
my husband and I have just returned from a month in Florida. 

Florida is where the sun is shining and the temper¬ 
ature is 90 degrees right now. That is where the birds 
and flowers are exotic, vivid ahd huge. In fact, many of 
the flowers seem so busy growing huge that they overlook 
putting in any fragrance. It seems strange that such 
colourful and exotic flowers, shrubs and vines could be 
odorless, but rarely did my nose find any reward for its 
investigations and I realize now, after coming home, 
that the vague feeling I had was one of disappointment. 

The conspicuous sources of flower fragrance were the blos¬ 
soms of the citrus fruits, the cherry trees and jasmine and 
they were truly a treat and a delight, But many other gaudy 
blooms must be admired for their beauty alone——and they 
certainly are deserving of great admiration. 

Nevertheless, in spite of all that competition, it has 
made me appreciate, even more, our own Canadian flowers, 
both native and cultivated. That is why, now that April's 
sun is rousing the latent sap and buds, that our feet and 
noses itch, and our thoughts turn to the out-of-doors and 
the woods and in particular to the Bruce Peninsula, with all 
its wealth of growing, living mysterious things.* 

Of course, if the Bruce seems too remote, for the time 
at our disposal, there is always our beloved Beverly Swamp. 
It too^, is s treasure-spot of endless delights. Each visit 
bo either the Bruce or Beverly Swamp has brought its own 
rich reward. After a visit to the Bruce, we frequently 
follow up with a visit to Beverly Swamp In an endeavour to 
duplicate our "rare finds" there. It is surprising how 1 
many similar plant species we have found in these two 
pplaces even though they are more than one hundred and 
fifty miles apart. And we can never hope to find the 
answer to all our questions and searches and comparisons, 
foi' while hunting for one thing, another and another and 
still another turns up to amaze and engross us. 

So about the middle of May we shall bow to the in¬ 
evitable, delve into closets and drawers for a collection 
of weird but warm clothing, pack a picnic lunch and set 
out for the Bruce, 
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Starting out, wo hope to find again the Upland Plover in 
the fields just a short distance beyond where the Brock Road 
crosses the highway north of Greensville, and two of my child¬ 
hood loves which still hold my affection are also there—the 
bluebirds and bobolinks. 




we Know a 
are bordered by watercress 
Gild Calla Lily will bloom 
times see 
warbler s, 




and a little later Blue Iris 
in their turn. Here too, we 
Green-winged Teal, Little Blue Heron, Phoebes 


and 

some- 

and 


Right now, the frogs bespeak the Spring in full chorus; 
the pussy willows are fat, and to me, one of the loveliest 
sights-, as it spreads over creeks and swales in great yellow 
masses, is the Marsh Marigold, -I can think of no other flower 
that makes a greater contribution to Spring’s delight. 

One day as we drove along, a Bluebird alighted in an old 
fence post. She had food in her beak for her young. Unhes¬ 
itatingly, and without paying us the slightest attention, 
she fed the young and carried away the droppings from the 
nest. Two fence posts farther along, what we thought to be 
other Bluebirds proved to be Tree Swallows. They too were 
using the fence posts for nesting and were feeding their young. 
The dual acivity was so charming and the birds so beautiful 
that we gladly paused for a while-watching and appreciative. 
Another day we surprised a bittern standing in a roadside ditch 
which was partly filled with water. 


And on uhe week—end of last May 19th and 20th, I’m sure 
a flock of nighthawks put on a show especially for us. They 
swept back and forth through the air, so close to.the top of 
our car, that we had to get out to see them all. There must 
have been seventeen or eighteen of them and the wings of these 
lovely birds showed the white to perfection as they swooped 
and turned. It. was about 11,30 in the morning, and we decided 
that there must have been an unusual number of insects in the 
vicinity to warrant such daytime acivity. However, I am told 
it was more likely because the nights were so cold that the 
Insects could only ily in the day and the birds were obliged 
to feed during that time. That may explain too, why, on the 
same day,.we found a brown bat foraging among the cold flat 
stones at a friend’s cottage at Colpov’s Bay. Maybe he recog¬ 
nised us from.previous years or thought we were good to eat 
because he clambered over us with his rather clumsy feet and 
his pricky mid-wing hook. That was O.K. with .us, but we in¬ 
voluntarily checked him :t the point where the coat collar meets 
die neck. He retreated- to the stones again among a few dead 


shoots of 
he hangs, 


last year’s gla ss 


and 


my friend’s guest house. 


d content, though I know 
1 the 

These wondrous creatures that 


summer after summer, upside, down behind the outer 


door of 

survive the pitiless winters’ 7e think this one finds a cave 
warm enough to-suit his needs in the high rocky ledge nearby. 


On that same cold day, ths 


or; 


all around the 


secluded 



grey stone cottage seemed simply vibrant with warblers. 

There were hundreds of them, and because of their restless 
activity it was hard to keep one in view long enough to 
identify it. But we made sure of at least sixteen species, 
among which were Cape May, Blackpoll, Palm, Black-throated 
Blue, Black-throated Green and Blackburnian Warblers. That 
day too, we saw several Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Red-head¬ 
ed Woodpeckers, Least flycatchers and Scarlet Tanagers. We 
knew the loons .and partridges were usually there, but we 
missed them. 

We ate our lunch on the spacious flagstone terrace 
in the shelter of the cottage and, thus fortified and 
rested, started down the road looking for plants. Spring 
of 1956 was very backward, but we were hard to discourage. 

The promise of things to come was the reward of our search, 
for green shoots and leaves curled close to the ground were 
everywhere. We found young wild leeks and the watercress 
was tender green and large enough for us to pick a few 
sprigs, but the big surprise came when we found "Morels”. 
There had been a couple of warm days during the week and 
the floor of the woods all about us was studded with scores 
of these delectable little fungi. Tradition has it, that 
he who takes a basket to hunt Morels will come back empty- 
handed. But if he goes out empty-handed he will come back 
with his hat filled. We gathered them in our hats, pockets 
and scarves and when the late afternoon chill sent us home, 
we had plenty for all. Never had Morels tasted batter to 
me. Perhaps it was because I was able to share them, as 
a completely new taste treat, with my husband and with Edith 
and Bob Lloyd, who were with us that day and had never eat¬ 
en them before. 

Each trip Bruceward is a new treat—the same roadway 
and streams, the same sky and sun, but vegetation develops 
and every day brings its own peculiar changes and beauty. 

Even if it rains, the countryside is fresh and clean and 
the Mourning Doves coma to the roadside for gravel and the 
Meadowlark’s song is still sweet and happy. 

On one of our trips up, we stopped near Kenilworth 
to eat our lunches and found there the Maple-leaved Viburnum, 
Cardinal Flower and Turtlehead all in robust profusion, 

Being thirsty, when we came to the Rocky Saugeen led to 
finding Blue-eyed Grass and the Grass of Parnassus. The 
Bladder Campion, the pink and white Mallows and the Bounc¬ 
ing Bet along the roadway are all lovely in their season 
too, and the daisies, Brown-eyed Susans, Landcress, Chicory 
and Viper’s Buglows, though scowled upon by the farmer, 
are bewitching when they cover a field or hillside. 

Arriving one Friday evening for a week-end with our 
Colpoy friends, we still had time for a walk. The roadway 
past the cottage is a narrow dul-de-sac—a veritable fairy¬ 
land of birds and flowers-—ending in dense woods, and to 
walk along it at dusk is to lose all association with 
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weariness and care. The air is soft and ’warm and vibrant with 
the Robin's jubilant thanksgiving for the day. Then the Veeries 
and Wood Thrushes join in and their pure flutings are overlaid 
a little later ith the Whip-poor-will’s piercing, persistant 
song. 

As we return to the cottage, the bat comes out from behind 
the guest house door with its young clinging to it, and suppers 
on the wing. While we watch from the terrace darkness, the 
water laps the flat stones on the shore. 

In the morning, the birds wake us before breakfast. A 
few steps from the cottage clearing, the big birches and 
conifers seem, to stand rather aloof and haughtily. Beneath 
them it is always cool and dark and dampish and in August the 
ground all around is dotted with huge clumps of Indian Pipes. 
These are always rather awesome little flowers to me, and when 
I’ve walked among them for a time I’m ready to come out into 
the sunshine again, where, at the edge of the clearing the 
graceful vine of the Bittersweet, it its search for the sun, 
has climbed to the top of a tall hemlock. 

On the roadway close by there's another sun-loving plant, 
the ubiquitous Poison Ivy, shining and vigorous, and we’ve 
both learned the hard way to be wary of it. Nevertheless, the 
roadway beckons us on and we don’t resist. The flowers—there 
in such profusion and variety that we can’t recite them all—from 
earliest spring and all through the summer are in continual 
bloom and fruit, with the warblers, the Indigo Buntings, the 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and the Scarlet Tanagers beautiful songs 
to keep them company. This is one of the most enchanting places 
we have ever known and the hours fly as we make sure each be¬ 
loved flower still survives and grows: Early and Striped Coral- 
root Orchids, Trilliums and Puke Robins, Adder’s Tongues with 
their lovely mottled leaves and Violets, Blue, Yellow and White 
are all there. The beautiful Clintonia hugs the tree roots, 
with the Squirrel Corn and Dutchman’s Breeches, the Jack-in- 
the pulpit,. and the Bellworts with their flowers so demurely 
drooping. There’s that great favorite of ours, the Columbine, 
with its dainty bells moving in the breeze. There’s Fly-honey— 
suckle, Self-heal, ’ood Betony, Eoam Flower, Cow Parsnip, Tall 
Meadow Rue, Red and White Baneberry (or doll’s eyes, which is 
so apt). There are several more of the orchid family—the 
Rattlesnake Plantains, the Bog Orchid (Habenaria dilatata), 
Loesel's Twayblade, and the Hellborine. There is Toothwort, 

Hairy Rock Cress, Herb Robert, Night-flowering Catchfly, Bunch- 
berry, Wild Ginger, Hound’s Tongue, and Pearly Everlasting, 
nt the and of the road, a little frame cottage stands and 
growing is such profusion that-its blooms are crushed by the 
turning of the car, is the Strawberry Elite. We love this 
fascinating plant with its heavy clusters of crimson flowers 
spaced along the stems in the axils. It grows with abandon, on 
the roadside and in the middle of the wheeltrack and never 
seems to get discouraged. Once we brought some home and it 
kept in a vase for nearly a week. 
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It was- on the day that we first found the Strawberry 
Blite that an Oven Bird with its striped breast sang with 
complete unconcern from a branch, low on a shrub, while we 
stood, not daring to move. 

On the way back to the cottage, we step into a road 
allowance which runs to the base of a rocky escarpment. 'Here 
the spring water has been piped and we gratefully drink, then 
scramble o.ver the rocks to make sure that the Holly kerns, the 
Polypody and the black-stemmed Maidenhair Ferns are still 
growing, and the dainty Maidenhair Spleenwort still cling¬ 
ing to the rocks. Below the rocks, sloping towards the road 
level, the lacy Bulblet Bladder Fern lies in great, cool, 
moist beds. 

. Yes—they are all there, find the Red-berried Elder 
and the Staghorn Sumac are bordering the roadside. The Pin 
Cherry and the Wild Raspberry are fresh and healthy and full 
of fruit. 


All's well and we are content, 
back before too long. 


Nevertheless, we’ll be 
April 12th, 1957. 


—o0o-~ 

AUTO trip to long point 

By B.R. Fujimoto 


Sunday, March 31st, provided us with one of the warmest 
days upon which this annual hike, to see the Whistling Swans, 
has been scheduled. The twentv-seven people who turned up 
were comfortably arranged in seven cars, one of which was a 
commodious station-wagon. 

On the highway to Long point were spotted a Sparrow 
Hawk, Red-tailed Hawks, a Marsh Hawk, Meadowlarks, Killdeer, 
Song Sparrows, Crackles, Cowbirds, Crows, Chickadees, Card¬ 
inals, Downy Woodpeckers, Bluejays, Robins, Bluebirds, • Mourn¬ 
ing Doves, Horned Larks and Red-winged Blackbirds etc.— 

44 species in all. 

. The beach at Port Dover was our first stop, but we- failed 
to see anything of interest, so we continued on to Port Rowan. 

The F.O.N. Rehional Gathering Headquarters was located 
at Port Rowan. He registered and inquired about the Whist¬ 
ling Swans to be seen at Long Point. Unfortunately, the large 
flocks had passed through earlier. 


At the cemetery before entering Long Point, two of the 
group saw a Northern Shrike. We all weren’t as fortunate, 
but on the Causeway were seen Hooded and American Mergansers, 
Coots, Pied-billed Grebds which were calling, Scaups, Canvas- 
backs, Black Ducks, BaldpatesJ Golden-eyes, Great Blue Herons, 
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Pintails, Ring-necks, Buffle-heads, Mallards, and Green and 
Blue-winged Teal. 

.along the northern shore-line of Long Point we did see a 
group of about fourteen Whistling Swans, but they were quite a 
distance away. With the aid of other people’s telescopes we 
had a better view of. them. Along the marsh we ware entertained 
by a Bittern, Tree and Swamp Sparrows and two Lesser Yellowlegs, 
The latter kept popping in and out of the clumps of grass in 
the mud flats beside the road. 

This year we ate our dinner outside in the sunshine, be¬ 
side the sheltered wall of one of the summer cottages. While we 
ate .and watched many groups of people came to see the swans. 

Some of the clubs represented were from Oshawa, Kitchener, Lon¬ 
don, St. Catharines, Toronto - , and Buffalo, etc. In fact by 
the afternoon the Point had become quite crowded. 

The party began to break up at about two p.m., so we 
came home tired but happy, with sun or wind burned faces, after 
another eventful trip to Long Point. 

-- 0 O 0 — 

COMING EVENTS 


1957 • 

Saturday K IKE to Webster’s Falls to observe life in pond 

May 4th. and stream. Meet -at 9 a.m. at Main and University, 

Bring lunch. Leader: Dr. D, Davies IA 9-5130. 


Saturday 
May 4 to 
Friday 
May 17th. 


F.O.M. REGION AL GATHERING at Point Pelee National 
Park. May 4,5,11 and 12, 9 a.m. Conducted Nature 
Walks. Meet at entrance to Nature Trail through 
the Post Woods. 

May 4 & 11, 8 p.m.. Discussion meeting at shelter 

at the' south end of camping ground. 

Bird-Bonding Project. In operation throughout 
the month of May. Inspection is invited. 


Sunday F.Q.N, REGIONAL GATHERING, at Purpleville Woods. 

May 5th. Meet at 9 a.m. D.S.T, Proceed west along the Maple 
Sideroad from the Barrie (400) Highway for 1 mile. 
Turn right (north) at road with sign pointing north 
to Purpleville. Meet in front of church 200 yards 
north of corner. Chairmen of Local Committees: 

Mr, Donald Burton, Toronto, OR.2155. 

Mrs. P, addison, Richmond Kill TU.4-2787 


Monday REGUL.-J? MEETING OF Hamilton Nature Club, Centenary 
May 6th. Church Kali, lames St. near Main. 

8 p.m. Members’ Night. 
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Sunday 
May 12th 


Saturday 
May 18th 

Saturday 
May 18 to 
Monday 
May 27th 

Monday 
May 20th 


Saturday 
May 25th 

Monday 
May 27 th 


Saturday 
June 1st 


Sunday 
June l6tli 


3 at ur day 
June 22nd 


HIKE to Rock Chapel foods for warblers and 
flowers. Meet 9 a.in. at King and University. 
Bring lunch. Leader: Ray Lowes. FU 5-9183. 
Please note that this phone number has been 
changed from that given in the club program 
for 1956-57. 

SPRI NG B I RD COUNT . For territories phone 
James Dowall JA 9-9109. 

F.O.N. REGIONAL GATHERING at Rondeau Provine- 
cial Park, May T 8 ~ 19^ 25 & 26 , 9 a.m. Con¬ 
ducted Nature Nalks. For meeting place inquire 
at Park Headquarters. 

H IKE Along Old Radial Line for spring birds, 

Meet at Queen and Aberdeen at 6 a.m. Leader: 
George North JA 2-6082, 

BUS HIKE to Lake Erie, Tickets obtained from 
Miss Stella Brown JA 2-3724. Bring two lunches. 

F.0,N. REGI O NAL GATHERING at Rondeau Park to 
observe late migration and nesting sites. 

Meet at 1.30 p.m. D.S.T. at old pavilion, Ron¬ 
deau Park. Bring lunch. 

F.O.N. REGIONAL GATHERING at which the Hamilton 
Club is host to the other clubs of the Feder¬ 
ation. Exotic Tree, hike. Meet at 1.30 p.m. 
at Art Gallery. Leader: Leslie Laking. 

Chairman of Local Committee: Douglas Smith 
JA 7-3063. 

F .O.N, REGIONAL. GATHERING at a Heronry in Mine¬ 
sing Swamp] Meet at 12 noon D.S.T. at Angus Seed 
Extraction Plant, Highway 90, 12 miles from 
Barrie. Lunch at plant at 12 noon, then leave 
for heronry by car at 1 p.m. Bring picnic 
lunch (tea provided), ‘./ear rubber boots, 

CAR HIKE to Huber Moore's Farm along escarpment 
beyond Milton, Meet at 2 o'clock at the Brant 
Inn, Bring lunch. Leader: Howard C, Poole 
NE 4-4175. 

-- 0 O 0 -- 


The Hamilton Spectator would like to have good black and 
white prints of nature subjects from which cuts could be 
made to keep on file for future use. If you have any, this 
is one way in which members could show their appreciation 
of the work the Spectator does in helping the cause of 
conservation. 
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ANNOUNCING- THE COMPETITIONS FOR NEXT FALL’S 
... '■'WONDERS OF NATURE" SHOW 


FOR ADULTS 

1. Salon of black and white Nature Photography 

2. Colour photographs—35 mm. 

3. Paintings of Nature 

4. 16 .mm. amateur movies of Nature 

FOR CHILDREN 

1. Bird houses 

2. Winter feeding shelters 

3. Nature scrap books 

4. Cho.rts--leaves, trees, weeds, plants, ferns, etc. 

5. Insect collections 

6. Mammal l ecimens 

7. Collections of postage stamps with plants and animals 
. 8. Terrarium of nature specimens 

9. Nature photographs 

10. Essays on Nature and its conservation 

11. Art work 


--0O0— 


Mr. Robert K. Surgeant at 102 East 11th Street, Hamilton, 
would like to have any dead birds which our members may pick 
up, for the purpose of stuffing them. Specimens should be 
fresh and kept under refrigeration if they cannot be taken 
to Mr. Sargeant immediately. 

If any wounded birds are found they may be taken to 
Mr. Fred Tapley of R.R.pl, Puslinch, who has a small zoo 
where he cares for them. 


—0O0-- 

THE WOOD DUCK is published monthly, from September to May by 
the members of the Hamilton Nature Club. Its purpose is to 
aid in the study, appreciation and conservation of our native, 
wild and beautiful heritage. Members are urged to share their 
nature experiences and are requested to send their contribu¬ 
tions to the editor by the 10th of the month, to appear in the 
following issue. If possible, manuscripts should be typewrit¬ 
ten, using one side of the paper only, lines double spaced. 
Material may be reprinted without special permission. Credit 
lines will be appreciated. 

Editor: Miss A. E. LeV/arne, 549 Main St. East, Hamilton, 
Telephone: JA 2-3616. 

Staff: Mr. Harold Cunliffe, Miss Priscilla Hinchcliffe, 

Miss Blossom Patton, Mrs. C.L. Powell, Miss 
Eunice Smillie, 


—oOo — 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to April 16, 1957 - 120. 

Red-necked Grebe (l)Apr. 2 F Mt, Hope Airport Stu Alexander 

(280) 7 Bronte D;Powell,G.NoJith 

Pied-billed Grebe (l)Mar.29 J Foot of Ferrie St. R.G.O.MacLaren 

Great Blue Heron (1) 11 21 F Dundas Marsh Doug Smith 

(6 nests ) w 31 Caledonia MacLaren, North 

American Egret (l)Apr. 7 * Catholic Cemetery F.Buckle,H.Kettle 

Bl.-cr.Night Heron (l)Mar,31 F Carroll's Point J.Miles 
Harlequin Duck(2 male ) 15 30 * Bronte MacLaren,North 

Hooded Merganser (3) ;? 24 F Dundas Marsh i; " 

Turkey Vulture (1) ■ • 17 * Cayuga Henry, Smith, 

Chater, Hamel 

(4) 31 Grimsby, Milton G,Meyers,H.Moore 

Sharp-shinned Hawk (l) ;; 31 F Aldershot D.K. Powell 

Osprey (l)Apr. 7 * Dundas Marsh " , Gray 

Peregrine Falcon (l)Mar,30 * King’s Forest Robt.Curry 

Am. Woodcock (l)Mar.20 * Bull's Lane M.Chater,W.Lamb 

Greater Yellow-legs (l)Mar.23 * Dundas Marsh Anderson, Bastin, 

MacPherson 

Pectoral Sandpiper (1) ■' 30 * " ” MacLaren,North 

Glaucous Gull (l)Apr.ll i Grimsby George Meyers 

Laughing Gull (l) Apr.9, 12 * Ft. Catharine St. MacLaren, North 

Bonaparte's Gull (28)Apr. 4* Ft, Ferrie St. G.W, North 
Short-eared Owl (3) If • 7 Mohawk & Wentworth H.MacPherson 

Saw-wliet Owl (l)Mar.,24 * New St., Bronte MacLaren, North 

Belted Kingfisher (2)Apr.13 F LaSalle Parke John Cumming 

Yellow-b. Sapsucker (1) 7 Bull's Lane C.E. Bull 

Arctic Woodpecker (l)Mar. 2 Lome Park Huber Moore 

Eastern Phoebe (1) if 31 * Grimsby G. Meyers 

Tree Swallow (l)Apr,.6 * Dundas Marsh MacLaren, Norths 

Purple Martin (4) ;f 11 * Ottawa St.S, R.K. Sargeant 

Carolina Wren (l)Mar,23 * Ottawa-St. Dump G.W. North 

Hermit Thrush (4)Apr.l6 * Sanford Ave. Mtn. J. Miles 

Golden-cr. Kinglet (l) 6 F Bronte MacLaren, Norths 

Loggerhead Shrike (3) 7 f Sherman AveGrimsby, North, Meyers 

Western Meadowlark (l)Mar.22 * Wentworth. & Stone Church; Henry, 

Dinniwell 

Rusty Blackbird (2) •' 31 F Hendrie Park E.Bastin 

Oregon Junco (2)Apr.13 * Catholic Cemetery &.W. North 

Field Sparrow (1) ” 7 F Wentworth & #53 D. Smith 

Swamp Sparrow (2)Mar,21 F Dundas Hydro Stn. G. North 

* - First report of the year 
F - First report of the season 

Please send your reports to Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave.IV., 
Hamilton, Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15th of the month 


--o0o- 
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SPRING OUTING WITH TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
Sunday, May 5, 10 a.m. Meet at Low Level Bridge 
at east end of Dundas Marsh. Plants: Mr. Leslie 
Laking: Birds: Mr. George North; Geology: Dr, 

Walter Tovell. Through courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. 
Laking we have been invited to meet after the 
outing at their home at 1064 U.nsworth Drive, 
Aldershot, where coffee will be provided about 
5,00 p.m. Bring noon meal. 


JUNIOR CLUB.NEWS 

President: 

Vice-President: 

Secretary 
Vic e-Se c re tary: 

Study Area Director: 

Records Secretary: 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE JUNIOR CLUB 

I wish to thank the executive of the Junior Nature Club 
for their cooperation and enthusiasm which made the 1956-1957 
season of club acivities a success.. We have had another good 
season which has seen our membership increase to over sixty, 
almost double last year’s. We entertained the Senior Club in 
the fall and have had many interesting hikes and evening meet¬ 
ings. We have seen slides and movies and heard speakers on a 
variety of nature topics from the fare tic to Mexico and Australia; 
from insects to muskox and Eskimos.. We even had a "travelogue 
of the stellar constellations'* in the University Planetarium. 

We have planned a program into the middle of June 'for you 
but we hope that the members will meet and hike together at 
other times during the summer. Until September may I wish all 
members of the Junior Nature Club success with your examinations 
and a happy summer. , . 

Douglas M. Davies, Director 
THE C/iSE OF TEE BROKEN-DO’/N AUSTIN 
By Peter Hamel 

At 5.15 a.m. our alarm clock began its loud chatter of 
nothing but nevertheless we climbed out of bed. It was Sunday, 
March 17, and we (Doug. Smith, Bob Henry, Mike Chater and my¬ 
self) had visions of reaching London that day. We were away 
at 6.30 a.m.1 

Our first stop was Sassafras Point on the Dundas Marsh. 

It was cloudy and snowing quite thickly but we managed to see 
the Inquisitive Great Horned Owl on his, or her, nest. We also 


Peter Hamel 
Brian Poole 
Robert Curry 
Murray McDiarmid 
Bob Stamp 
Bob Henry 


JA 7-7684 
NE 4-4175 
LI 5-5557 
LI 4-8292 
JA 7-2415 
JA 8-4667 
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saw ten species of ducks on the water. From here we went 
to the Bay and after a short look, continued to Niagara 
Balls via the Queen Elizabeth ’Jay. At the Falls we saw an 
adult Glaucous Gull as well as a few Bonaparte’s Gulls, No 
Harlequin Ducks were to be seen however. On the way back 
through the town itself we saw a Pigeon Hawk. It flew swiftp 
ly over the car and then headed for the other end of town. 
Almost immediately it was back overhead but it finally dis¬ 
appeared over the trees. 

Our plan now was to head for London via Simcoe. -We 
could not afford to waste any more time as it was getting 
late. But we got hungry and near V/ainfleet we stopped at 
the store of a poor old woman who could not have had any 
business for the past week. The proof? The buns were harder 
than nails, the doughnuts tasted like sawdust and the fruit 
pies were chewed like gum rather than eaten. But we filled 
up and continued on our way. Farther on a large bird was 
soaring near the road. A very early Turkey Vulture’. Just 
past Cayuga, Mike's powerful Austin began to act up. The 
engine made a larger. ranket than usua}. and the car filled 
with smoke. At Jarvis the noise and smoke were unbearable. 
Mike jammed the accelerator to the floor and we headed for 
Port Dover, He decided something must be wrong with the car 
because it would go no faster than 10 rn.p.h. Upon reaching 
Port Dover gas station, four men rushed out and yelled at us 
to shut off the motor. They told us that the car would have 
to be towed back to Hamilton. Cost twenty dollars’. We had 
only $5.15 but some kind men took pity on us and towed us 
back free of charge. 

At last we were home. All in all we had seen 1+8 species 
of birds and had gone 160 miles. Yet we were no closer to 
London than when we started. To this day a 1952 Austin is 
in’ a garage because it needs a new clutch, a ;; valve job", new 
connecting rods, a flat-tire fixed and the steering wheel 
adjusted, 

FUTURE EVENTS OF 'TEE JUNIOR CLUB 

Saturday, May 4, 1957 - 7.30 p.m. Y.M.C.A., Room 8. 

Everybody please come out to-night. This is your 
club I To-night is ELECTIONS. Bring your nominations for 
President, Vice-president, Secretary, Vice-Secretary, Study 
Area Director and Records Secretary. Be sure that your 
nominee will accept. 7/e might have time for a nature quiz 
after the elections, 

Sunday, May l+, 1957 - 9 a.m. - ALL DAY KIKE 

Mr. Leslie Gray (JA 9-4-282) will lead a motor hike 
to Rock Chapel and' Into some wooded pockets on Gage Ave. 
and Ottawa Street. There will be many spring warblers and 
other birds to see. Ering a lunch ? anyone with a car should 
bring it and let Mr. Gray know ahead of time. 
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Saturday, May 11, 1957 - 7.30 p.m. Y.M.C.A., Room 8. 

Mr. Robert Elstone , President of the Hamilton Nature Club 
will bring along several kinds of live turtles and tell us about 
’’O ntario Turtles' 1 ' This should be lots of fun. Bring your 
friends 

Saturday, June 1, 1957 - 7.30 p.m, Y.M.C.A., Room 8. 

Dr, G-. 0, McMillan , Honorary President of the Hamilton 
Nature Club will talk to us'about "Nature Photography" He is 
one of Hamilton’s finest photographers. He will bring lantern 
slides of some of his best pictures and some of his equipment. 
Here is a stimulating chance to learn how to "shoot” with a 
camera, 

Sundaym June 9, 1957 - 9 a.m. sharp, ALL DAY HIKE 

Mr, "Eric Bastin (JA 7-0565) will lead a motor hike to 
Rattlesnake Point ' (near Milton). Meet at the cannon in Dundurn 
Park (near the Dundurn and Strathcona Street gates). This hike 
has been a moot popular annual event. Bring a lunch, An3rone 
that can bring a car ,,i please do ! 


-~o0o— 

GOOD OUTDOOR MANNERS 

Keep a trash bag in your car, and use it for cans, bottles and 
papers. 

Leave the flowers for others to enjoy (they’ll die if you pick 
’ em anyway. ) 

Keep a safe distance from wild animals;, watch and enjoy them 
but let them feed themselves. 

Leave the wonders of nature and history where they belong. A 
souvenir grabber is stealing from future generations. 

Carve a stick not a tree; remember, leave their beauty for 
others. 

Be careful with fire. 

Bury all wastes; keep streams, lakes and camp grounds clean. 

Curb that urge to throw things in the water or off high places, 

HELP KEEP CANADA BEAUTIFUL 


oOo— 
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OFFICERS OF THE HAMILTON.NATURE CLUB 1956-1957 

Honour ary President Dr, G.-O. McMillan' 

53 Oak Knoll Drive 

Past President Mrs, G.W. North 

249. Charlton Ave, West 

President Mr, R.O, Elstons MI 8—6007 

R.R.l, Ancaster 

First Vice-President and Director of the Junior Club 

Dr. Douglas. Davies IA 9-5130 

181 Cline Ave.S. 

Second Vice-President and Treasurer 

Mr. Douglas Smith JA 7-3063 

16 Hollywood North 

Secretary Miss Helen Barker IA 7-6353 

Mountain Sanatorium 

Chairmen of Committees: 

Audubon Screen Tours 

Mrs. J.F. Houston 250 James St.S. JA 2-5656 

Conservation Mr. Lawrence Roy R.R.l, Hamilton JA 8-3166 

Education Mrs, R. Fujimoto Mountain SanatoriumFU 5-5341 

Field Events Mrs. K. Sibakin Ancaster MI 8-64-10 

Membership Miss Evelyn Morris 73 Townsend Ave,E, 

Burlington NE 4-3319 

Publications Miss A.E, LeWarne 549 Main St.E. JA 2-36l6 

Publicity and Program 

Mr. H.C. Poole 943 Park Ave. 

Burlington NE 4-4175 

Mr. F, Schneider 142 Cope St. LI 5-5763 

Records 

Birds Mr. G W. North 249 Charlton Ave.¥.JA2-6082 

Ferns Mrs. R.H. Lloyd 7 Homewood Ave. JA 7-5341 

Mammals Dr. Peter Henderson32 Rosslyn Ave.S. LI 4-7380 

Plants Mr. Harvey ’/illiams20 Searle St. JA 7-8107 

Trees Mr. H.E. Kettle 160 Delaware Ave. LI 4-0876 

Club representatives on the City of Hamilton Beautification Com¬ 
mittee: 

Mr. R.O. Elstone R.R.l, Ancaster MI 8-6007 

Mr, Don Clarke 256 Ottawa N. LI 4-1151 

Club representative on t-he Wentworth Conservation Association: 

Mr. Lawrence Roy R.R.l, Hamilton JA 8-3166 
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